
f rom the er
CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF WOMEN IN SOCIETY . UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

Piven is Keynote Speaker at Conference

J s anY wpe of rvork bcttcr than ivelfare? Is participation in thc. labor force the onlv \vay to
I move families out of prrvertv and into self-sufficienq'? Horv do nerv rvelfare policies impact

I the lives of seMce proviclers as rvell as recipients? These queslions ancl man,v more rvill be
aclc-lressed at the Work, Welfare, ancl Politics conference to be held Febmary 28-29 at ihe
University of Oregon. The conl.erencc will bring togethcr slatc and national researchers,
advocates, policy makers, ancl communit-v members to explore thc rvisdom, impact. and
polidcal context of welfare reform and related labor tax ancl econo:ric policies across class,
race, and gender lines. The cvent, which features four plenary presentations and trvcnty-6ve
additional panels, is co-sponsored by thc Center for thc Study of Women in Society and the
Labor Education and Research Center with a srani from the Wavne Morse Chair of Larv ancl
n ' l i t ics .

Frances Fox Piven, one of the foremost authorities on povertv and politics in the United
States, will give the kevnote address,"The Rich, the Poor, and American Politics"at 1:00 p.m. on
February 29 in the EMU Ballroom. Piven, distinguished professor of polilical science at the
Graduate Centet City University of NervYork, has conducted research over the past hventy-
five years on social welfare poliql poor people's political mobilization, and electoral politics.
This year Piven holcls the Morse Chair in Larv and Politics at thc UO.
Other plenary presenlations include:
. Welfare and Poverty in Oregon, 8:30 a.m., February 28, Gerlinger Lounge
Joan Acker and Sandra Morgen, CSWS; Jo Ann Bowman, Oregon House of Representatives,
District 19, Portland; Lorey Frceman, Oregon Law Centeq Por lland; and Sandie Hoback, Adult
and Familv Services, Salem.
. The New Welfare Policies and Poverty in the U.S., 7:00 p.m., Febnrary 28, EMU Ballroom
Cheri Honkala, Kensington Welfare Rights Union, Philadelphia; Frances lor. Piven, City
University of NervYork; Adolph Reed, Nerv School for Social Research, NervYork
. Working Out of Poverty? 8:30 a.m., February 29, Cerlinger Lounge
Randy Albelda, University of Massachusetts, Boston; Jared Bernstein, Economic Policy Instifute,
Washington, D.C.; Carol Siack, University of California, Berkelcy

Terri Heath, CSWS research associate, is coordinator of the conference."This is a unique
iclca,"she says."There have certainly been rvelfare confcrcnces, but they've usually been for
rcsearchers or practicioners, and ihey haven't had policy makerg administrators, or advocatcs
at lhe table."In the early stages of planning, she says there wasn't a strong response from
administratorc or poJiry makers."But rve didn't give up. We made contacts with people and
invited them to join,"she says."We hope that bringing these groups together will enable them
to forrr rvorking coalitions based on their expertise."

The conference is free and open b the publjc. A schedule ancl list of panels is on page 3.

The conference will bring together state and national researchers,
adyocates, policy makers, and community membe?s to explore the wisdom,

impact, and political context of welfare retorm and related labor tax and
economic polacies across class, lace, and gender lines.
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SCHEDULE:
February 28
8:30-10:30 a.m.
. Plenary: Welfar e. and l'overfy in Or-cgon,
Gcrlir.rgcl Loringe
10:45 a.n.-12:15 p.m-
. Concurrent panels, r,ad0Lrs campns locatior.rs
1:30 5:00 p.n.
. Concurrent panelt vadous caml'us Iocations
7:00 p.m.
. Plenary: The Ne$ \\'elfhre Politics and
Poverl)'in thc U.S., EN.IU Ballnxln
February 29
8:30-10:l)(l a.m.
o Plenary: \\(rrking Out of Poverty?
Gerlineer- Lour.rge
10:15-11:4- i  a . rn.
. Concurrent panels, r,aious campus i<tcatjons
11X) 2:15 p.m.
. Keynote: The Rich, thc Poor, ancl Amedcan
R)litics, EIUU Ballroonl
2:30-4;(10 p-m.
. Concurrent pane19 variors campus locations
PANELS:
o Be,vond Welfare (Reforr.n) As \Arc Knorv lt;

Pro glessive Polio: Altcrnativcs
e Devolvin€i lVellare to the States: Poiicv

Diifcrcnccs and (Julcorles

r  f r .  t r ' ' ,  Vp . - . r . , . . .  hn r  l - nv ,  r l t  a_d
\'Veliare

. Higlier Eclucation and Weltare Polici,

. HisLoricizing Debales on \'Velfare

.  |  , , \ \  - r \ J A ,  l , r b ' ' '  \ 1 " - k c

. Neh\'{)lks as a Resource for Poor Families
o Race, Racisur, ancl \'Vellare Refornr
r Reducing Caseloacls? Poverh'? I{hat is thc

Rr '1 "1 i ,  r .  h rp  I
. ReRe!$lating the Poor
. Jlesearcher/Aclvocate Collaboration to

Reform Welthre Refrlm
. Rhctoric and Rcalit\": What is the Real

Agcnrla of Statc \!elfare Policies?
. Success irorr Whose Perspeclivet
. The Impacl of \ reLlare Refornr or.r

Urban Neighborhoocls and Communil-v
C)rganizations

. The Politics of Welfare and \'\brk
r The Unravelir-rg Safetr, Nel
. Welfar e Advocacv/Organizing
.  \ \ ' c l  . r ' c  J r rd  C i r .zcn . l - ip
. Welfare Poiic)t Molherhood, and Famil)'Larv
e \{elfare Rcfonn and Farnilv \,Vcll Being
r lVeliale lleform ancl immigrafion
e \{elfare VVorkcrs anrl \{elfarc Rcform
. Wcltarc to Work: Hon' is it \{torking?
. \{onen's lvtll-k at Hone ancl in the

Cornrrunity: Hol' Should it be\/alued?

"Tiansforma ti ons " f o Cel ebra te Wom en's His tory
J ocal hrgh srhu()l studt:rlt5 lucl leachers ivi l l  get a nc\\, take on ivomen's histoniat thc
I---l'T1.ustlrrr.rljons: \VLJltelt rn Hislon'' svmposir-tm on Fridar', N4arch 3.Tlrc cvcnt, sponsorccl bY
tireTbaching thc Past in the Preserlt brancl.t oi lhe Ferrinist HLlnanities Project, olfers a clat,ol short
torksl-iops arrrl plenan'scsslons on bpjcs as diverse as \(nnen paintcrs, poison and pot'er in an-
cicnt Rome, ancl rr,anior \\orrcn in Anglo Amedcan folksong, lc.1 bv CS\VS atfiliates, UO tacultr;
ancl communil."' rlembcrs. "CJnr tocus il-nfl)r lanl nel' research on thc intersccfiot-ls of genclc4
crdture, ancl hislon, l,i1l inspirc high schooi slr,relcn ts to celebrate \\.ith us the storics and aihieve
mcrlts of \()lnen pasl and present, ancl rvill pr.oi'icle all participants \vith the rcsoLuccs kt cxpkrrc
thesc issucs in their o\r''n Lives," sai.1 Jan Emcrsrn ancl Louise Bishop ( ,rlalizers oi the e|ent. As
urauv as 100 hicl-r schoolstuclenls and leachers rlill bcsin the clavrvith a session at Gcdinger Lounge,
lcatl.rrins Sen. Susan Castil lo, Dishict 2t). f$rr hali hourrr'orkshops \, ith bchlccn hfteer-r ancl hvcnh
hvL'parliciparlts each rvill bc hclcl in thc trrot-njngj hvo nore sessions \rill bc hclcl jn the aftcrr.llrn.
Tht' t lar's events l i l l  closc tith a rcccplion.

\\ irrkshops inclucle: Diannc Dugal; "\\hnior.\{onren in,hglo-Ancrican Folksons and Histon;"
Bcth He!,e Pjatote, "Nativc Amcdcan Autobiography;" larila Buttcrticlcl, "Re.-visioningAr t Histon :
llemerrbcrinc \\'bmen Painters;" Barbara Altrraun, "Tl.re N,Ian1' Joans of Arc;" Kathlccrr Karlut,
"\\ irmen antl Film;"Cristina Calhrxrn, " Rrison ancl fbrvcr in Arcient Rone;"and L\'rn Slepl.ren,
"\,Vxrcn's Paftjcipalj(nr in Politics in Latin -1\Icdca."

Thc plarrnirrgl couurittcc inc[1dcd Tan Erncrson, CS\{rS; Florence Alvcrglre of South Eugcr.rc
High School; Diane Dotnet'of the lntcnrational Lligh Schrxrl; Louisc Blshop of thc Clark honors
collcge; and Juclith \lusick" CSWS. For mort inlirnlatjon, cr)ntact Jan Er'nersorl at 3-16 2263 q.
jemer son(4 orctor-r.uor:gon.eclu.



AlisonJ. Ball
\ /r '  pr.rfc.sit 'n4l interests are' tt, )t sePa -
IVIrale fr,rrn mr familt an,-{ tribal obliea-
iions: I want kr contribuG h a highcr quiliq'
of life for lnclian people. Befbre I began my
Ph.D. progranr in Special Edr,rcation ancl
Rehabilitati()r at the University of Oregon, I
rvorked ckrselv rvith tribal, city, counq', state,
and federal agencies rvhile devcloping and
implementing educational and social service
prog;rams. My dissertation,"Horv Back

F1ound Facbrs Impact Substance Abuse
Patterns Among American IndianYouth in
Treatmeni,"was a quantitativc study de-
signed not onlv for the scicntific communitl,,
bu tso  lhaL thecr r rnmunih  an t l  the  t rea t
ment center could uti l ize ihe results and
conclusions for program improvement.

As part of completing my degree, I
participated in a leadership glant,
"Remediation of Conduct Disorders and
Antisocial Bchavior Patterns."Working on
this progran helped ensure that my cohorts
and I coLrld rvt,rk cffectivch rvith a range oi
disciplines ancl sevice agencics rvhile 

-

add ressing scriuus antisocial bclr,rvior'
pattems and conducl disorders.

I am cunently working as a prog'ram
director rvith lbnr Dishion in the ps1'chologl'
department on the Shadorv Project, rvhich
srudies the bcnc[i ls of engagrng American
lndian families in the treatment of their
adolescenl youih who havc been referred for
drug and alcohol problems. I also rvork as
the multicultural affairs coordinator for the
Universi! Affiliated Program under the
College of Edr"rcation.The prog'ram advo
cates and tacil i tates access to Ltnivenity and
community-based services for pcople with
clisabilities.

On a personal note, I am an enrolled
Colvil lc tribal member from Washir)€ton
State. My father gave me thc name Humish,
meaning Mourning Dove. I come from a
family of fifteen brothers and sisters, of
r.vhich three are deceased. My husband, Tom
Ball, who also g'raduated from the same
program, is a researcher at Orcgon Social
Learning Center. Our son, Kevin, fourteen,
attends high school in Eugene. My four
stepchijdren are a11 rvorking, raising children,
and going to school. I participate in the
Native American Communities Research
Interest Group (RlG), rvhich supports
culturalll, appropriate research in native
communltles.

Alisott Bnll is a nrcntber of the CSWS
Execu t i-oe Co n u ti f te e.

Ellen Herman
[ : a hi. i,rriarr o[ mollern behaviora]

-f-\sciencr. an.l , iucral engrneoring. I alI
fascinatetl bl thc. tenclenc'to consider social
relations ancl cvcn personhood as opportu-
nities for ambiti()us clesign and conlrol. For
lhe past fe\\,ycars, I have been cxp)oring the
l.rislorv of t\\ 'cntir.th-centun chilcl adoption
in  the  Un i teJ  Sra tc . .  l l  i -  J i l f i cu l t  t r ,  ima- ine
a more elerrental human tlrama than the
one involving clriklren rvho ncccl nerr,'
parents. Horv cir the\ come to knorv rvho
they are and rvilh rvhom ihey bclong? Horv
cloes anyone? In r.nodern adoption, I see the
telltale traces of deliberate rationalization as
rvell as compelling stories of identitv and
belonging. Exchar.rgrng children is an ancient
ancl cross-cultural practice.Virtrrallv every
human societl has clevised some rneans of
transfering chilclren between aclults and
households for rcasons of lovc, labor', and
propert\: But onh ilurinc this ccniun has
ihc  pro ies . , , l " r r r . rk in :  r ip  ta r r . r i l i c *  r i l i ed  so
heavilv on proicssional managcment, public
rcgulaiion, stantlarrl ized larvs and proce-
clures, unitirrm qLralit\ ing tests, ancl scientif ic
research that sccks to reveal rvhai makes
adoption-anri a.l()l i tcc's-lurn out besl.

A paracbx l ir c: at the hear t of rlotlern
ar lop l ion  l l r c '  ,n  . r ' . J  f r , r .  l i . .  .  B !  tL r rn ing
strangers int() kin. nrrn relali\ 'c arloption
extencls thc clciinit irrn of kinship beyond
genes ancl biLrlrrq.,. Asqu;;ng .hildren by
purelv social lucans challenges the ideologv
that blood is thickcr than \\ 'atc.r.Yet the social
architecture (ri mr).lcrn adopiion has
cquatecl"matclrins"\\ ' i lh authenlicity, and
"march inq  I ] rL . rn -  h . r l  . r . lu l l r  rvho  ra ise
children born to others should look, feel, and
behave as if thev had conceivcrl those
childrcn the rr. ' . ih r ' ' .  Deliber.rteh engrneer
ing similarit\ '  (()r at lcast its appcarance) has
reinforccd rhr' (Lrltur,l l  :ulerinritV of bioge
netic kinship ove.r social t ies. CampaiEFs to
improve and clignih atloption have often
den ied . ,ne , ' f  t l ru  t t t '  ' r t  . rbv ic , r - ts  and impor -
tant things about i l : adoption is a different
rvav to makc a tarril\'-

My research aims to document and
interpret the parartrxical stow of kinship
systematicallv dcsigned to erasc itselt as if it
had not been"macle"at all. I hopc the project
rvill be relevanl kr contemporary conversations
about rvhat families are and what children
necd, as rvell as historical scholarship about
social krrorvlcrlge and its public Lrses.

Ellen Hcrnmtt is an assistmrf proJessor of
history mtd a ttlantber of the Ser, Gcnder, and
Lfu Law PJG.



Kudos'!'
Ayge Agig, Reclairring the Past RIC, gavc

a talk at the"Modemism ancl Postcolonialisr.n"
serrinar.of the Nerv Moclcrnisms Confcrcnco
at Pclrr Statc Universitv October 7-10, on
"Jovcc and Postcolonialism."

Gaylene Carpenter, arts and arlministra-
tion, presented the papet"Stabil itv and
Charrge'in Perceptions of Leisurc and
Wants-Otit-of-Lifc Alnorrg Mld Life Aclults:
A Lor.tgitudinai Examination,"at thc Lcisurc
Resc.arch Stmposium for the National
Recreation and Park Ass()ciation ol
Octobcr 21.

Larv protessor Leslie Harris of the Sex,
Gender, and the Larv RIG, spoke about
" Minimally Adequate Parerlt ing"to a state-
rvjelc conference in Ockrbcr of juvenile
court-affi l iated members of Citizen Revierv
Boarcls and Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates. ln November shc addressed " Parental
Rights, Children's Righis, and Reasonable
Eiforts in Child Welfare Cases"at the 1999
Westcrn Regional S1'lrposium on Child
Abusc and Sexual Assault (the SCAR
Sln.rposium), a meeting attendcd bv policc
officcrg nental health rvorkers, and chilcl
r re l i r re  anJ  juven i le  cour t , r fhc ia ls  l r , rm
throughout the Pacific Northrvest.

Larv prcfessor Lisa Kloppenberg spokc
about"Judgine on thc Eclge"in October ai
the annnal meeting of the NationalAssocia-
tion of Women Juclges in Miami. She dis-
cussecl avoiding constitutional questions,
altemative dispute resolution, gender roles,
anL l  lhera l .eu l i c  iudgrng rv i th  th is  g ro  p  o l
juclges representing all levels of stale courts,
f,.. lcr.rl coLrrt., and adrninisl rafivc dA(ncic:i.

Suzanne Kocher, Reclaiming thc Past
RlG, completed her Ph.D. in June and
acccpted a tenure-track position as assistant
professor in modern languages at thc
Universily of Louisiana at Lat-ayette.

Chaone Mal lo ry  W, r rnen and Lnv i r ' ' rn -
mcnl RIG, has rvrit ien an ecofeminist
crit ique of the hunting narratives in the
rtrit i trgs of AJd rr Leop, rlJ. a" lounding iathr'r 

'

of the American conservation movement.
Her article,'Acts of Objectif ication anci the
Rcputliation of Dominance: A Critical
Analysis ofAldo Leopold and ihe Ethics of
Hunti:rg,"will appear in the peer-reviervccl

),nrnal Lthics and f lr bntonneut. in
fa11 2000.

Madonna Moss, Reclairning the Past
RIG, has publishcd "Northern North\vest
Coasl Regr(nal C)verwie$f in a rccent issue ot
Arctic Alrthrapob[U.

The research ofJennifer Freyd and Anne
DePrince, both psvcholos, was highlightcd
in the Scptelnbcr issue of PstTci rolo.gcni
Sclcrcr, a journal of the Amefican Psvcho-
I, rgir ,rl S, 'r ictr '. Thcir : ' tuLl\ '  ih(,\vcd thal
peoplc n'ilh a high level of clissociative
behavior ma), have different rvays of attend
ir.rg to and rr'nrembering informatior.r, and
l  ha l  d i \ : - , ' c i .1 l  i ,  ) r ' r - i  l r c  lac l  o f  in lcqrJ l in t
thoughts, feclings, and experienccs into the
stream ol conscrousness nav l lc adaphYe
for trauna sun ivors.

Lynn Stephen, CSWS executive commit-
tee, was onc of three UO faculty nembers io
receive a $30,00i1 grant from the National
Endo\\,meni for the Hun]anities.

HeatherThnner, Reclairning thc Past RIG,
rvas arrardecl a Medieval Academy of America
fravel €Fanl in order to prescnt a paper af thc
Center for Mcdieval and Rcnaissance Sftrdics
conference on Altemative Perspectives of the
Crusades ai Binghampton Univcrsitv in
OctobelThc ti l le of the papcr rvas,"ln his
Brothers'Shaclorv: The Crusading Carcer ancl
Reputation oI Eustace III of Boulogne."She
also organizcd the panel"lmages ancl Tiadi
tions of the Early Cmsades."

The Wlmen in Math Web site created by
MarieVitulli, Rationalit\', lntuiriul, and
Gender RIG, rvith partial ftrnding fnrm
CSWS, has received much praisc. and
recognition. lt \vas chosen bv the Eisenho$,er
Nat iona l  C lear i r rghor \c  as  onc  u f  Januan
1999's distal clozen and as a Site of the Day
for Au5'ust 4, 

'1998, 
on New Scientist Planet

Science.Visit thc site at http://
darkwing.uoregon.edu/-rvmnna th



LISTENING TO AND LEARNING
FROM WOMEN ABOI.JT NEW

REPRODIJCTIVE

V V tive health and fertility has been an
enduring goal of feminism. Early feminists

TECHNOLOGIES
omen's control over their own reproduc-

realized that achieving gender equality rested
on women's ability to decide whether and when
they want to bear children. If women are to
achieve full social and economic equality, they
must have full access to a continuum of preg-
nanry prevention and termination options.

Marie Harvey, CSWS director of research,
has made women's acceptability of new repro-
ductive health technologies one of the primary
foci of the Women's Health and Aging Research
Initiative (V\TFIARI), which she directs. Harvey is
also co-editor of the 1998 book, The New Ciail
War: The Psychology, Culture, ard Politics of
Abor"floil. This January marks the twenfy-
seventh anniversary of the historic Roe v Wade
court case, in which women were guaranteed
the risht to safe abortions and"choice"in
decisions affecting their reproductive health. In
recent years, new forms of contraception have
become available, and lAIHARI researchers have
broken critical ground in studying women's
perceptions of and experiences with these new
methods. They beJieve that new reproductive
technologies must be developed to fit women,
rather than asking women to change to fit
tech nology. The following .ummaries on
emergency contracepfion and new abortion
methods provides insight into the work under-
taken by\ fLIARl researchers and their colleagues.

Emergency Contraception
Advances in reproductive technologies have

improved rvomen's health by offering more
options for preventing unintended pregnancy.
Due to factors such as contraceptive failure,
unplanned intercourse and rape, women do and
alwal.s will need a method of postcoital contra-
ception. lhe FDA has approved hvo products for
emergency contraception (also known as"mom-
ing after pills"). The gpical regimen involves
taking one dose of pills within sevenff-two hours
after unprotected sex, followed by another dose

twelve hours later. Recent data confirm that
women who follorv this regimen wiil reduce their
risk of pregnanry by 75 percent.

Although some health providers have been
arvare of ihe emergency contraception regimen
since the mid 1970s, the earlier lack of FDA
approval kept knowledge of this method among
women and providers quite low. Ferv studies
have examined women's experiences and
satisfaction with this method. If this new contra-
ceptive technology is to be adopted, women must
be rvilJing to use the methud and ftnd it accept
able. In order to investigate this issue, Made
Harvey and Sheryl Bird, with their colleagues at



thc lacif ic Institute for Women's Hcalth, have
conclucted research that examines rvomen's
l '. 'rceli ions ol lrrd cxperiences rvith cnrcrqcncr
conh"ceptive pil ls (ECPs). Harveri along rrith
colleapges Lincla Beckman and Diana Petit l i ,
conducted research that involvecl 235 tvomen
rvho had used ECPs to learn their pcrceptions of
anci experiences rvith the pil ls. Despite unpleas
ant side effects, tlre vast majoritv of those
surveyed rn ere satisfied rvith ECPs ancl rvould
use the nethocl again. More than hvo thircls
werc using a contraceptive method prior k) lheir
need for ECPs; nearly one-half of this g'roup
reportcd their neecl for ECPs rvas basccl on
condom failure.

In another studv Harvev Birc1, ancl Beckman
cxplored Mericatr tv0tnen's Lnotr,lcLloe and
pL'rceptions of ECPs. Although a thirtl oi the
rvomen had heard about ECPs, thcir knorvleclge
tvas very limited, ancl many confusecl ECPs rvith
the French aborlion pill, RU486. Once the women
had corect information, nearly all said that they
rvould use ECPs and that they were an impoftant
oplion for women. Nevertheless, participants
inclicatetl that Mexican women's acceptance and
use of ECPs will likely depend on a host of facto$
within the broader context of their l ivcs.

Aboltion
Despite the advances made in contraceptive

rrrelhods, including emergenry contraception,
rvomen still have unintended pregnancies and
necd access to abortion. A new abortbn
method, mifepristone (RU486), originated in
France but has nol yet been approved for use in
the United States. However, in anticipation of
mifcpristonc's approval, Harvev and her col
leagues at PIWH conducted a shtdy of potential
users, finding that more than one-lhircl rvere
intcrested in the method and rvoulel choose
rurifcpristone if it were available. ln a later study,
Haruey and colleag'ues examined tvonren's
actual experiences rvith and percepiions of the
drug. Among rvomen in a clinical trial rvho used
nritepristone, the vast majorify werc satisfied
\v i th  the  melhoJ . r r rd  rvou ld  use  i l  . rga in .
Wrmen in both siudies said thal mif.cpristone
prcscntcd an option for a more"natural"abor
tion lhai did not i lrvolve d surgical pr, 'cedure.

A second, non-surgical abortion mcthocl uses
nlethotrexate, a drug that has alreaciv been
appr,rveJ-albeit foi ot her medical prtp.tr".-
ancl is legally sold in the U.S. Methotrexate is
administered via injcction; women thcn com-
plete the abortion in the privary of thcir own
hotles, as the process can take anvrvhere from
t\vo to seven days. In a recent study conducted
bv Harver; Beckman and Sarah Satre, Jr14
rvomen had a choice behveen a lraditional,
surgical abortion or a mcthotrcxale-induced
aborlion. Women who chose medical aborfion

mr-rre highly valuccl a method lhat is holistic,
norr surgcal, l ikc a nalural miscarriage, and can
takc place in a less medicalized setting. These
rvorlcn also hacl higher tolerance than sur€iical
patients ibr certain characteristics l inkcd to
rrethotrexate-induced aborfions (i.e., longer and
hcavier bleedirrg, more pain, uncomfortable side
cffccls, and Iess prcdictability). In contrast, women
rvh chess surgisal 3h, 'rf ion placed m,,r( jmpor

tance on thc predictability, comtort ancl conve-
nicnce of a rvcll-kno\m, and quicklv completed
mclhod. \A4richever mcthod thev chose, rvomen
rvere generallv satisfied, reporied that they rvould
choose the method again, and rvou)ci recommencl
it k) friends.

Harvev and colleagues havc also clone
extcnsive interviews with providers of both
mcthotrexatc and surgical abortions. A theme
lhat dominatcd providers' remarks involved the
importance of options for women. They also said
that women perceived methotrexate abortions as
more natural, gentle, and less traumatic than
surgical abortions. As one provider mused:
"Women rvho choose it are in \vhat some call the
'5'ranola'pgoup, or, lhe Santa Fe group. A lot oI
our patients use aLternative therapies tor all sorts
of lhings, and are mistrustful of tradilional
medicine and surgery." However, the method is
not for everyone; its prolonged process, lorver
cffectiveness, and greater unpredictability
compared to surgical abortion makc it problem
atic for some women.

Another aborlion method not wideiy used in
lhe U.S., manual vacuum aspiration (MVA),
involves emptf ng the utems with a hand-held
slnnge.The procedure is very simple, quick, and
requires Jittle in the lvay of expensive technolog_y
or equipment. Because no stuclies to date have
examined U.S. women's satisfaction with MVA,
Bircl and Hawey are working with researchers at
Oregon Hcaith Sciences Universily to explore
wumen's percepti()ns oI and iherr experiencer
rvith MVA. In addition, with researchers at Pacific
Institure for Women's Health, Johns Hopkins
Univcrsity, and Oregon Health Sciences Univer-
silr'; Bird and Harvey will be initiating a compari-
son study of women's satisfaction with MVA and
the standard eleclricai vacuum aspiration
procedure. If rvorren find this abortion technique
as acceptable as the standard surgical procedure,
M\A ci.ruld potcniialll' expand access to abortion
scn'ices, particularly in rural areas where there
are no clinics or hospilals.

Nerv reproducdve technologics give wonren
nrnre  op l ions  and . : r l le rna l i vcs  io r  cor r r ro l l ing
thcir fertilitr' and not one method can fit all. As
one studv iarticipant said,"You have to process ii
through )'our own situation. Mavbe you have
economic problems or strong religiorjs feelings
or whalever. I don't think thai the medical facts
are lhe be-ali, end-all of the situafion."



University Faculty Members to Join

Robin Morris Collin
Robin N,lorris Collin, protes

sor ot larr; joinecl ihc University
of Orcgon facultv ir.r 1993; slre
rcceivecl her larv clcplee front
Arizona State Univcrsitr'.
Throughout her careel she has
been a comrniltcd aciivist anLl

arlvocatc f()r en\.ironlrcntal justice l loth
nationalh' anti statctr. icle. Coll in continucs k)
rrrork at thc forehoni of thc cnvironmcnlal
justice n.rovement, rvhich has coalescecl
arouncl thc leadership of rvomcn-usually

I ,uo l  \ \ ' umcn-anLt  p i " ,p le  , , '  c ,  '1 ,  ' r .  bcca t i 'e
they h.rvr'carrie,1 an Lrncqrr.rl bLrr'. ier lronr
ihc $'astc ar.rd polludon associated $.1th
industrial dcvelopmcrrt. For scvcral tears,
C, , l l tn  has  s t res- .  L l  l l r ! ' i r rp , , r t . ln (e  o t  l ink ing
cquity and sustainabil iry rvithin the en\,1rcn
r ' r ' r c r ' r ld i  r r , ' ve t re  t t .  S l  t c  i -  r " r r  L . r .Fnn i r r i :  t , '
sce a shift in cn\irol.lrental clccision making
that ret.lects a changc in ralncs from an
industrial paracligm to one rtlt)tcrl in balanc
ing sustainabil ib' ancl cquit\ ' .

Coilin rvill use hcr CSWS qrani to finish a
book shc is rvriting \\'ith her husband, Robcrl
W. Collin, clcscribing this neu,' paradigm, ancl
the rvays in rvhich it is being implemel.ttcd br-
'$,omen-lcrl, communit\ baseci groups in the
United Staies. Rrg/tt Cltoicr:s: Sustnittnblc nnd
Equitablc Drcisiatt Mnkil.g rvill scrvc as a
brlclgc bctrveen the vast l i tcralutes of
cnr.ironmcntal justicc and sustainabil ih. She
lv r i  te \ ,  "  {T )hu  l i te r . r tu r (  r ,n  cnv i runmcn i l I
iu : r i te  r r r , .1  lhe  L lc r . r l  r r re  o f  : -U : ta in . rb i l i i ) '
have acquJrecl a dislurbing secondarr,r
iclenfit ication along ncial l ines. The literature
of sustainabil i6 ancl sustainable clevelop
ment in thc United States is ciominatcrl by
rvh i te  mr ' r  l ro r r  p r iv i leged in . r i - r r l ions ,  rv l r i l c
the l iterature of envilonmental justice is
primarilv bv and about people of coior. Our
rvork is a necessary briclge bettvccn the trvo
rlialogpes that mr,rst be maclc."

Conversation on Gender and Ecology

Greg Retallack
Greg Retallack joined the

faculS.'oI gcological sciences in
1981. A native of Australia, I.rc
receivecl his Ph.D. flom the
Universit l oi Nel' Inglancl in
Armiclale. Nerv South Wales. Hc
has devotccl his scicniif ic carccr

k) the siuclv oi fossil soils, and is puzzled bv
thc popular clisregar,.l tor thc frrnclamental
f , ) l c  su j l  p l . r \ .  in ;L , rp i11g l ; f s  ,  ' n  , )L r r  p lanc t .
ln betweer-r his manv ficlcl tr ips b multiple
confinents t() collect soil sam;.rle.s, he has
conceived of a book projcct that aims to

PopL. la r ize  the  ru lc  |  ) l  s ,  ' i l  i n  c |c . t t i rg  and
n-raintaining oLlr en\.ironn-rent.

Retallack rvil l  usc his CS\ /S gant to write
Soil Goddess, a short trade book ained at
promoting an appreciation tbr soil. He
rvrites, "Alihough rviclclv overlooked ancl
underratetl, soil is thc rillimate rcal estatc for
l itc on this planct. Soil can bc considered a
physical embodiment of scientif ic Gaia
thcory for lhc regr-rla tion of our l iving worlcl.
There is nuch neu' cvidence from buried
soils for control oi ah'r 'rosphefic composition,
r rvL ' rs ,  ra in i , r l l ,  , . rnd  n l rL r ie - r  cvc l ing  back  r '  '
thc beginnings of thc planct. A scientif ic case
can also bc made for t l 're origin of l i t ie in thc.
soil. Soil is lhe ultiuratc source of nutricnts
firr all l iving things. It f i l ters rvater and air,
ancl rerycles the deac1. Soil is a fcmrmnc
principle in our worlcl in the sense that it
nurtures ar.tcl presen'cs lit-e againsi violcnt
kxccs of dcstruction such as carthquakes
and voicanocs. \ 'Vith a mix of scicntif ic fact
and hrpothc'sis, mrJhopoesis anrl poetni I
h ,  'pe  to  en tcnr ' le f  J  nL ' \ !  dnr l  i i r l f l \  dppr r -
ciation for soil."



New RIG: Violence, Gender, and Society
he\,'iolence, Gender, and Socicn RIG is a nervly formed group interested in the manv rvays
violence impacts the lives of rvomen. Formerlv a subgroup of the Women's Health and

Development RlC, a small corc of researchers decicled thai therc was enough interest lo
address many perspectives on this topic, thus rvarranling a stancl-alone RIC. The research
backgrounds of the existing corc group represeni sociology, devclopmental psycholog'y', special
education, public healttr, ancl theologv. With a focus on appliecl research, rve decided that an
initial activity of the group rvouicl be to seek collaboration rvith a local agenc-y. After contacting
Womenspace, a domestic r.'iolcnce shelter, rve embarked on a prog'ram evaluation of their
Transitional Program, rvhich provides case nanagement and, in some cases, housing, to
rvomen rvho have left abusive relationships. This yearlong study rvill include self-esteem and
social support questionnaircs, current status and prop;ran satisfaction measures, as well as a
small number of in depth intcrviervs wiih former c]ients. Whilc focused on this str,rdy, the
group also hopes to provide a forum for a discussion of issues on a wide variety of topics of
interest to other researchers across campus. For more informatjon, contact Deborah Olson,
346-2483 or dlolson@'oregon.uoregon.edu.

Basketball Event Brings New Fans to CSWS
peg Rees remerrbers the
I moment she became a
feminist: it was the day she rvas
lold she couldn't play sporls
because shc. rvas a girl.'Anc1 it
rvas my ball,"she toid a crowd
of 150 CSWS and women's
basketball fans at the second
annual"Women of Excellence"
event on November 4 in
Cer l inoer  T  n , ,noa Pppc

director of physical educalion at
the UO, servcd as emcee to a
prop;ram thal brought together
outstanding women leaders
from the Eugene community
and the University of Oregon
Women's BaskelballTearn.

Fifteen women who had
distinguished themselves
professionally and in commu
nitv sen/ice were honorecl b1'
CSWS at the event and served
as presenters of the women's
basketball team, which has
distinguished itself by making
six straight NCAA tournamenl
appearances.

The popularity of rvomen's
sportt and of the UO women's
basketball team, has grown tremendously in
recent Vears, a trend thai Rees sees as an
outcome of the passage ofTitle Nine, a
federal larv that rcquired schools to support
rvoment sports on par with men's. The
CSWS cvent, she sdid. brought toeether
women who worked for parity in sports and
other activities and continue kr do so."They
have different missions now, but the out-

Litldscv Dion of the UO wonrn| basketball team and Statc
Setntor Susatt Castillo wera ftuo of the"Wonrcn of Excellcnct"
honorcd Noocntber 4.

come is the same: better opportunities tbr
women,"Rees said.

Among the lvomen who were honored as
presentcrs were: Ann Aiken, Ruby Brockett,
Charlenc Carter, Susan Castillo, Liz Carvood,
Marian Frieslad, Carla Gary Mar€iaret
Hallock, Robin Jaqua, Sue Thorson Keene,
Wendy Larson, Jean Phelps, Kitty Pierry Ann
Tedards, ancl LoisYoungen.

Intuitio&

naimah@da*winE uoreEon edu



Travel Grant Recipients
By Meredith Roberts Branch

he Center for ihe Study of Women in Society awards travel grants to Universitv of Oregon
I faculty members and gaduate studenis to facilitate travel to present papers, serve on

panels, or do research on issues regarding rvomen and gender. CSWS arvardccl nine travel
grants during the fall funding rycle. The recipients are as follows:

Geraldine Moreno, associate professor, anthropology, to attend the American Anthropological
Association meeiing in Chicago. In addition to presenting hvo papers, Moreno rvill be involved
in several other professional activities at the conference, many of which revolve around her
position as the treasurer of the Association of Feminist Anthropologists.

Regina Psaki, associate professor, Romance languages, to attend the conference"Dante 2000"
at Columbia University in NewYork City. Psaki rvi11 preseni a paper eniitled"Beatrice, the Body,
and the Beatitude inthe Diitine Conedy. " In this paper she contests the traditional, scholarly
analysis and underctanding of medleval thinking about gender and senalitr'.

Barbara Cook, graduate student, English, to attend a conference sponsored by the Wcstern
Literature Association in Sacramento, California. Cook will present a paper entitlcd "Casting
the White Spectator: Do Tarantino's Films Open Space for BlackVoices to Speak?"ln her
presentation, she examines film director Quentin Tarantino's appropriation of black urban
culture and his representation of an aging black woman in the movie"Jackie Brorvn."

Kari Marie Norgaard, graduate student, sociology, to attend the Pacific Sociolog'rcal Associa-
tion conference ln San Diego, Califomia. She will present a paper thal exanines ecofeminist
constructions of closeness between women and nature, and whether these interpretations
reinforce gender noms that alienate men. Norgaard investigates ihe contradiciions inherent to
this theme by shrdFng the connections betrveen men and nature, and ways that women are
more distant ftom nature.

Robin Pappas, graduate student, comparative literature, to attend the Rock1, Mountain ,.i
Modern Language Association conference in Santa Fe, New Mexico. She will present a papei
entitled"The Topology of Pomotopia,"in which she considers the ways pornographic forms
project an example of ulopian vision by using sexuality as its vehicle for expression. Pappas also
explores how utopian ideologies combine with sexual representation to produce fantasy and
sociopolitical critique.

Marcella Salvi, graduate student, Romance languages, to attend a conference in Tlcson,
Arizona, on women writers of medieval and early modem Spain and colonial Latin America.
She will present a paper that examines the intersection of gender and political power in two
plays by Ana Caro and Lope deVega.

Kate Sullivary 5Jraduate student, women's studies, to attend the South Central Modern
Language Association conference in Memphis, Tennessee. Sr-r1livan will participate in a panel
that deals with representations of gender in the novels of Stephen King. Her paper, " Su ffering
Men/Becoming a Man,"examines the contradictory construction of masculinity in a collection
of King novellas, Dilferent Seaso11s.

Barbara Suttory graduate student, sociology, to attend the Pacific Sociological Association
conference in San Diego, California. She will present a paper that examines the relationship
between women and globalizarion through the lens of interlocking systems of hierarchy.
Through her analysis of the complex and contradictory effects of globalization on women in
different countries, she implicates the interacting systems of inequality that have resulted, and
explores global resistance strategies that might strengthen rvoment solidaritv across borders.

HelenVallianatos, graduate student, anthropology, to attend a confetence sponsored by the
Association forWomen in Development in Washingon, D.C. Vallianatos rvill participate in a
panel discussion on the need for and process of including disability issues, particularly those of
women, in international develoDment.



Feminist Scholarship Crosses Borders
By Sandra Morgen
f rwite this column in the immediate aftermath of massive protests of the World Trade
J- Organization OVIO) by one of the broadest political coalitions in recent U.S. history One of
the more astute comments by a media analyst of these events was that the Seattle demonstra-
tions suggest a fundamental shift in the framing of a wide variety of issues-from being about
world or"free"trade to being about globaiization, democratization, and, ultimately, economic
and environmental justice. Thc inportance of this reframin6l should not be underestimated.'l44rile political advocates and activists \vere responsible for the porver and impact of this highly
successful mobilization, it is important to realize that part of the groundwork for this concep-
tual shift has been developing in the scholarship of a wide variety of researchers, including
feminist scholars, both internationally and in the U.S. At a time when many of us are troublecl
that so much U.S. feminist lheory is only disrantly related to the realities of the lives of rvomen
and families across the world, it is heartening to iee that feminisf scho]ars studlng global
economic restructuring,"third world"and indigenous feminismt and intemational relations
have been part of the critical mass rvhose efforts have culminated in changing the political
discourse about world trade.

Today, a number of our Research Interest Groups are involved in scholarly activities both
influenced by and contributing lo the kind of reframing I discuss above."Ecological Conversa-
tions: Gender, Science, and the Sacred,"has at its heart the expioration of the convergence of
women's and environmental movements across the slobe.

Other RIGs are similarly positioned for discussionl about the increasingly complex linlages
between the economiet educational and state apparatuses, popular cultures, and social
movements that result from and help to shape global capital flows, corporatization, and the
new intemational political alliances and decision-making bodies that were the focus of so
much discussion in relation to the WIO. Both the Gender in Historical and Transnational
China and the Women and Gender inMetnam RIGs are involved in planning conferences that
will examine aspects of transnationalism and intemational collaboration. The \4/ired RIG and
the Feminist Humanities Research Initiative are exploring the use of nerv technologies to
create wider access to humanifies materials and to facilitate international collaboration.

At our best, universities are one of the sites rvhere new ideas and visions are incubated,
explored, debated, revised, and disseminated. It is one of the mosf exciting aspects of our mission,
and I am proud to be able to work with all of you-the CSWS staff, our faculry graduate students,
community affiliateg and the whole univenity and larger community-to ensure that the issues
that echoed through the streets of Seattle and on the front pages of the newspapers across the
world can continue to be discussed, debated, and researched as part of a massive international
effort to ensure that issues of economic and environmental justiie and global democratization
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